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State Presents

Opening Remarks
"The evidence in support ot
this indictment against Dr.
Sam H. Sheppard will disclose
t hat Sheppard, his wile Mari·
lyn, and son known as Chip
who was about six years old,
on July 4, resided at 28924
Lake Rd. in Bay Village.
"The evidence will disclose
that this home is situated along
Lake Erie. between Lake Rd.
and the lake. The house !aces
Lake Erie and the rear faces
Lake Rd. It is a little different
from the average house which
usually faces the street.
"The evidence w ill disclose
that the dPfcndant ls a doctor
practicing In Bay Village, that
he was associated with Bay
View Hospital which also is
located in Bay Village, two or
three miles from the home of
Sam Sheppard. Connected wilh
that hospital are Dr. Sam Shep
pard's father, Richard Sr., anJ
brothers. Richard and Stephen,
all of whom are doctors.
Recalls Dinner

"The evidence will further
disclose that on the evening of
July 3 that there had been
some arrangement for the Don
Ahem family to have dinner at
the home of Sam Sheppard.
The Ahern family Jivt's ahout
five houses west of the Shep·
pard home.
"The evidence will disclose
that between 6 and 6:30 Dr.
Sheppard and his wife> went to
t he Ahern home and had a
couple of cocktails.
"Mrs. Sheppard had put !t
r oast on before they went to
the Aherns'. After they re
turned lo the Sheppard horn~
about 8 or maybe a little after,
the meal was prepared. Mr.
Ahern and Sam Sheppard and
Chip and I believe the two
boys of the Aherns went down
into the basement where there
is a punching bag. For some
time they showed the boys how
to punch the bag.
"Either after that trip to the
basement, or maybe before, Dr.
Sam and Don Ahern went out
of the house and down to the
lake down those stairs you saw
yesterday. They wanted to see
how the lake was.
Ate Dinner on Porch

"They expected the next dav,
a t least Dr. Sheppard expected,
that some people would be ai:
the Sheppards' for water skiing
and they wanted to see the con
dition o! the lake. At about 9
they began dinner. While 1t
was rathl"r a chilly and windy
evening the dinner was served
on the front porch overlooking
the lake. This Is a large
screened-in porch. The adults
ate there. The children we.re
served in the kitchen.
"Because o! the ch i I I y
weather during the course of
the meal. Dr. Sheppard put on
· a corduroy jacket. Mrs. Ahern
somewhere obtained a sort ol a
sweater· jacket and threw this
over Mr. Ahern's shoulders.
The evidence wili show that
earlier that evening Or. Sam
had been wearing a khaki or
canvas jacket which he had
taken off while they were down
at the punching bag.
"The meal was finished along
about 10. After that l\fr. Ahern
took their two children home.
It is only about five houses
away. Mrs. Ahern remained at
the Sheppard home. Mr. Ahern
returned to the Sheppard house
abou t 10:30.

Dr. Sam Fixes Plane
"Meantime, Mrs. Sheppard
and Mrs. Ahern had cleared
the table and washed the
dishes. Dr. Sam was in the
house during this time fixing
a toy airplane for his son Chip.
Now during the period of the
meal the radio was on. There
was a baseball game that night
and it lasted until after mid·
night. It was an extra·innlng
game.
"After the dishes were all
cleaned up someone turned on
the television which was show·
ing a movie. They also kept
the radio going to listen to the
ball game. At least the men, or
at least Mr. Ahern, wanted to
listen to the ball game as well
as look at TV. Just before the
television was turned on Chip
had been put to bed. During
this periorl of tirrie while tliPy
were watching the movie.. Dr,·
Sam was sca,cd on a cha<r
with his wife. At some· point
he went over anrl lay down on
the couch.
"You wlll remember that, as
you go to the second floor
from the living room, you go
up three steps to a platform.
And that also to this platform
three steps rise from the
kitchen. Then you go straight
up the main steps to the second
floor. This couch that Dr. Sam
went to lie on was alongside
the staircase.
Describes Clothes
"Dr. Sheppard lay on his
stomach facing the television
set with a pilow under his
head. The evidence will disclose
that he had on a pair of slacks,
a white T-shirt and a corduroy
jacket. He had shoes or loafers
of some kind and that's the
way he was dressed.
"The evidence will disclose
while he was lying there he
dozed off to sleep, shortly after

12 o'clock. Then when the
movie was completed, Mrs.
Sheppard was rather drowsy
and the Aherns left close to
12:30 the morning of July 4.
''To go back a UtUe bit, after
the meal was completed and
the dishes cleaned up, the evi·
dence will disclose that Mrs.
Ahern locked the door from
the living room on out to the
porch. This door, facing the
lake, is locked by means of a
bolt. In addition to that there
is a chain lock which is partly
on the sill and partly on the
door. When you put the chain
together the door is permitted
to open only a few inches. This
was also put in place by Mrs.
Ahern. This was done after all
the dishes were taken from the
porch.
"When )lr. and Mrs. Ahern
left that morning they went
out the door toward Lake Rd.
Mrs. Sheppard accompanied
them to the door. The defend·
ant, Sam Sheppard. was a.c;leep.
After the door was closed the
Ahems went over home.
Recalls Phone Call
"The evidence will further
dlsclo"e that shortly before Ii
o'clock the morning of July 4,
Mayor Spencer Houk, the
mayor of Bay Village, who also
resides on Lake Rd., just a Iew
hou"es from the Sheppard
home, and who was a very
close friend of the Sheppards,
received a telephone call from
the defendant, Sam Sheppard,
urging him to come over to
the Sheppard home, that some·
thing terrible had happened,
that Marilyn had been killed.
"Mayor Houk and his wife
went lo the Sheppard home
and entered from the door fac·
Ing Lake Rd. The door was
closed and they opened it and
went in. The first thing that
attracted their attention was 11
doctor's medical kit up-ended
on the floor with contents
spilled on the floor. As you
enter that Lake Rd. door you
come into a hallway. The first
door on the left leads to the
kitchen and the first door on
the right to the study.
"As :Mr. and Mrs. Houk pro·
cc<'ded in they saw this defend
ant seated in a chair in this
room designated as a den. He
mumbled something to them.
The evidence will disclose that
immediately Mrs. Houk went
up to the second floor, the
room occupied by Mr. and
Mrs. Shepard directly opposite
the stairs as you go up.

found Marilyn

"Mrs Houk· looked into the
room. The room had twin beds
in It. On the bed nearest the
door was the borlv o! l\taril"n
Sheppard The face and head
were CO\·ered \\ ith blood. The
upper part o! her pajamas
were pushed up. One leg of
the lower part ol her pajamas
was out. The hody was lying
on its back. Mrs. Houk felt
the pulse of. Marilyn. She
found none. !\trs. Houk re·
turned to the first floor and
1~ld her husband what she had
S('('n upstairs. The mayor
called Bay Village police. He
also ca 11 e d Dr. Sheppard's
brother. R!chard
"\\'hen the Houks arrh·cd
thry found Sam Sheppard In
the den. There was a desk In
the den. At that time Sam
Sheppard had no clothes on
above the waist1 his trousers
were wet. Hls shoes were on.
They tried to talk to him but
he only mumbled and said.
"they killed ~larilyn." Richard
and the police arrived soon.
Richard went upstaJrs, ex·
amlncd ~Jyn and found her
dead.
"Alc:o found by police and
the mayor were the drawers
pulled out of. the desk in the
den. The contents were scat·
tcred about. Thry found Mari·
I~ n's wrist watch on the floor.
Jn the living room is a desk
set against the north wall next
to the door to the porch. The
drawers o! it were pulled out.
On the floor was a bundle of.
papers from one drawer. The
o ther dra'.Vers \\ere out but
the contents were not dis·
turbed.

Quotes Dr. Sam
"Police. starting an invesU·
J?ation, were told by Dr. Sam
Shc>ppard that someone had
bc:'en in the house. that he
heard Marilyn cry, that he ran
upstairs and was clobbered at
the top of the staJrs and
knocked out.
"The evidence will show that
Dr. Sheppard had an eye in·
jury and complained of his
neck hurtinl?. After Richard
arrl\'ed, Dr. Stephen Sheppard
came.
"With Dr. Stephen were sev·
eral lnternes from Bay View
Hospital Dr. Stephen and the
!ntrrnes took Dr. Sam to Bay
1 View Hospital in a station
wai::on.
"The evidence will show po·
lire made an extensive search
of the house and grounds and
found no evidence o! breaking
into the house. Later that
morning Ma~or Houk's son,
who \\1th others was searching
1 the grounds, found a bag to the
right ol the stairway that leads

•

down to the beach. In it was
a wrist watch, _a ring, and a
chain that is usually worn In a
man's pocket. These belonged
to Dr. Sam Sheppard.
"The evidence will show that
this ba& came from the home,
had been in the den, where It
was used for holding tools that
were found lying around the
den.

Tells of Blood Sta ins
"The evidence will disclose
that the trousers of Sam Shep·
pard had red stains on one leg.
These stains were analyzed and
it was determined they were
human b.lood. Upon further
investigation, blood was found
on the stairway to the second
floor, and downstairs across the
room and on the stairs leading
to the basement. Kot pools,
but drops.
"We expect to show that
while we are unable to deter
mine whether all these drops
were human blood, some oi it
was. Examination of the room
where Marilyn was lying, show
the walls splattered with blood,
the bed soaked with blood, and
the body lying in it.''
(Sam Sheppard closed his
eyes tightly at this description.)
"The coroner will tell you
that there were about 25 blows
on Marilyn's body, principally
on the head. Nearly all on the
head, except some on the hands.
All, or most of them, were on
the forehead. These blows
were delivered with such vio·
Jenee that the skull was all
crushed and .fractured.''
<Dr. Sam at the trial table
grimaced and closed his eyes
and his eyes remained closed
during much of the description
of the body.)
"The hands were marked up
where they had been hit One
of the nails, finger nails, was
nearly torn oU by a blow. The
coroner will tell you that there
were 15 blows abo\·e the eyes
all leaving lacerations, all de
livered with such force that
the skull was fractured. The
nose was broken, there were
injuries under the eyes and to
the eyes. The coroner will de
scribe the complete condition of
the body as it was found.

Quotes Sam's Story
"The evidence will further
disclose that the defendant told
the authorities that he ha::!
heard Marilyn moaning, that
he had gone upstairs and that
he was clobbered, that he came
to, heard a noise downstairs,
rushed down and saw a figure
leaving by way of the porch.
He told authorities he followed
this figure down to the beach
and there he grappled with this
figure and agafo was knocked
out. The next thing he knew
he was wa1lowing in the waves
with his head on the beach. He
got up and went back upstairs
in the house and called for
help. His assailant had disap·
peared. That's his story.
"The evidence will show that
there was not one sign of a

struggle in Marilyn's room.
The only violence there was
the violence exerted on the
body of :\1arllyn Sheppard.
There was nothing missing
from the room. The instrument
used to strike and hit :\Tarilyn
was not found. The T·Shirt Dr.
Shepard was wearing when
last seen by the Aherns was
not found. The corduroy jacket
he was wearing when the
Aherns left while he was asleep
on the couch, this jacket was
found neatly folded, lying on
the couch the next morning.
"The evidence will disclose
that this defendant and Marilyn
were married about 1945 Jn
California. He was going to
school there at the time. ·They
lived in California until around
1951 when they came here.
''The evidence will disclose
that while they were li\·ing in
California, he had a!fairs with
other women out there and that
out there he contemplated di
vorce from Marilyn because 11f
his infatuation with other
women. I mi~ht say that be·
sides this hospital that is lo·
cated in Bay Village, Bay View,
that the Sheppards also main·
tain a cli- ·c on Lorain Rd.
When the couple came to Bay
Village the defendant practiced
medicine there. The evidence
will disclose that there was a
yo ung lady working at that hos·
pita!, Miss Sus~n Hayes.
"The evidence will snow that
this defendant became infatu
ated with Susan Hayes. She
would go out on calls with him
and their association became
very close and intimate. Final
ly, this girl feft the hospital
and went out to Los Angeles.

Cites California Visit
"The evidence wilJ disclose
that at the end of February or
the first part of March this de
fendant and his wife, l\Iarilyn,
went to Los Angeles, that he
wanted to take some work 'l.t
thi.; school out there. When
they arrived there they stayed
at a motel. Then Mrs. Shep·
pard went to the home of a Dr.
Chapman in Monterey, Calif..
near San Francisco, about 300
miles from Los Angeles.
"She remained there until
they returned to Cleveland.
"The evidence will show that
while Marilyn went up there
the defendant, Sain Sheppard,
contacted Susan Hayes, that he
contacted her even before Mari
lyn got to Monterey. After
Marilyn was in Monterey, Sam
Sheppard started living with
Susan Hayes at the home of a
Dr. MiJJer. That he remained
there, occupying the same room
with Susan, for several days.
They attended a wedding to·
gether in San Diego. They
drove there.
"The evidence will show that
Susan lost a watch on that trip
to San Diego and that Sam
Sheppard purchased another
one for her.
"Sam and Marilyn Sheppard

returned to Bay Village later j
in March. The evidence will j
show that Sam Sheppard and
Susan corresponded.
They
talked together about dh'orce
and marriage.

l

Te lls of Le tters

"The evidence will show that
they corresponded together in
endearing terms. Susan had
been asked not to send mail to
Dr. Sheppard's home or the
hospital but to the clinic on
Lorain Rd. The evidence will
show that this defendant and
Marilyn Sheppard quarreled
about the activities of Sam
Sheppard with other women.
That's the reason she was
killed.
'When you give areasonable
and probable interprete.tion to
the evidence, the finger of guilt
will point at Sam Sheppard.
The evidence, with a reason·
able interpretation, will show
that there was no one in the
home attempting to commit a
burglary, but that it was ar·
ranged to deceive the people
who might investigate the bur·
glary claim. There was no
property missing except the j
ring, watch and chain.
"With a reasonable it\terpre
tation, the evidence will show
that if there was a burglary
the contents of the drawers
would be dumped out in a
search by the burglar.
"A reasonable interpretation
is that the watch, chain and
ring were put in a bag and
tossed to the back to deceive
that a burglar had taken the
property out.

Calls It a Setup
"A reasonable Interpretation
of the epidence will show
clearly that all of that was a
setup with a thought of de·
ceiving people ino believing
that there had been a marauder
or an intruder in the house.
"A reasonable interpretation
of Marilyn's death by 25
blows rained viciously on her
head with force enough to
crush her skull wasn't some·
thing that was done by a
burglar. A burglar just does
n't do that. I ·say to you that
a reasonable interpretation is
that a burglar would not take
the sweat shirt off a !'nan's
body and carry it away. The
sweat shirt is gone.
"So that's the case we ex·
pect to prove. We ask that you
jurors pay close attention to
the testimony of all \vitnesscs,
draw reasonable inferences
and deductions from the facts.
Do that and I'm sure that you
will a1$0 point the finger of
guilt at Dr. Sam Sheppard for
this ruthless slaying.
''I ask you to keep your
minds open until you hear all
the evidence and testimony.
'l'hen decide the case with the
thought in mind of doing full
justice to all concerned.

